FAQ Bridge removal

How will the old bridge be removed?

Crews with Total Construction began the removal process by taking down the west approach to the old bridge when the new bridge opened the beginning of August. The removal process of the old will be completed incrementally with the removal of the bridge deck, deck stringers, sidewalk and railings.
The proposed plans for removal of the bridge include:

1. Removal of the west end approach has been completed over the past few weeks.

2. Removal of the existing concrete deck progresses from west to east across the bridge. The contractor plans to remove sections of the deck by sawing and lifting sections onto trucks. Plans include recycling the concrete and steel.

3. Each of the three trusses will be removed separately one at a time by using small charges or explosives to break it up into sections. The west truss section will be removed on the first blast. Seven to ten days later, the second truss will be removed. Cranes and barges will be used to remove the sections from the river area.

4. Crews will use cutting torches to pre-cut select locations on each of the three spans of the bridge. Hundreds of these cuts will be made in each span. At each of the pre-cut locations made by cutting torches, small incendiary devices called “shaped charges” will be placed to make the final cut. All charges will be set off simultaneously to drop each span. These charges will separate each span in up to 30 individual pieces.  

5. Cranes and barges will be used to remove the pieces from the river.  Crews will then repeat the process with the next span, working from the west to the east.

6. The piers will be removed to a depth of 1613 feet or lower. It is several feet below the existing river bed as it is today and will not be an obstacle to boats. This depth was established by the U.S. Coast Guard as a safe navigable depth.  
7. Any debris from the demolition work will be removed from the river and the project site as per guidance from the US Coast Guard and US Army Corps of Engineer. Sonar sweeps will be made before and after the demolition work. Divers, long reach backhoes and even hand picking will be utilized.

